
Technically
Speaking

Instructions:
Bail for a Briolette

1. Cut a 21⁄2–3-in. length of wire with
flush cutters. Form a simple loop on one
end of the wire with round nose pliers.

2. Slide the wire through the briolette.
Form a simple loop on the other end of
the wire (Fig. 1).

3. Center the bead on the wire. Place
the tip of a pair of pliers close to the bead

on one side. Rotate the pliers to form a
90° bend in the wire that points upward
(Fig. 2).

4. Repeat Step 3 to form a 90° bend in
the wire on the other side of the bead.
Make any needed adjustments so the
loops meet at the top.

Bail for a Horizontally Drilled Pendant
1. Slide the head pin through the pen-

dant with the decorative end in front.
2. Make a 90° bend (Fig. 3).
3. Make a loop at the top. Bring the

end of the wire to the front, wrapping
around the decorative head until the wire
can’t be seen (Fig. 4).

If you have questions concerning this
tutorial, contact the editors of Bead
Unique Magazine.
Email: editors@beaduniquemag.com
Website: www.beaduniquemag.com

To print and save this tutorial, visit
www.beaduniquemag.com, and then click
on How-To, then Technically Speaking.

Technically Speaking features in-depth

tutorials for beading techniques that

you can adapt to your own creations.

Take an intensive look at a new

technique every issue! Tamara Honaman:
Jewelry designer, teacher,

author, editor

What You’ll Need
MMaatteerriiaallss::
Briolette
• Briolette bead
• 21-ga., Half-hard wire—sterling silver

Horizontally Drilled Pendant
• Pendant of choice
• Decorative head pin 

TToooollss::
• Chain nose pliers
• Flat nose pliers
• Flush cutters
• Round nose pliers

Simple Bail
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